
On the 31st March, 3 SCOA/TVOC Juniors (Bethany Kippin, David Bunn and I) made 

the long journey down to the Ardennes region of Belgium to compete for the England 

team in the annual Interland competition. We took a coach as a team over the Dover-

Calais ferry, and then drove through France into Belgium where we stayed at a Youth 

hostel en route at Oostduinkerke.  

The next day we continued to the training event held in Grandvoir in the South of 

Belgium. We managed to fit in a quick bit of culture with a 1 hour lunchtime stop in 

the market town of Namur on the way, where we could explore the impressive Namur citadel and seek out Belgian chocolatier 

shops. We then continued the journey and ran a course at Grandvoir, a runnable but flat woodland that didn’t feel too 

different to English terrain, albeit with some questionable mapping of vegetation. This mainly gave us an opportunity to check 

out the mapping style, and stretch our legs after the long journey. One of the most 

useful things that we looked out for was the mapping of “platforms”, of which there 

were many on the map for the main competition, and were incredibly difficult to 

spot on the ground. Indeed when we received our control descriptions on the next 

day we were relieved we had looked out for them because some courses had half 

their controls on platforms. 

We stayed in a special sports hostel with some of the other teams. The main benefit 

of this was the football pitch on the grounds which made for a perfect setting for 

some inter-nation rivalry in the evening.  The next day was the main event, held in 

the steep, mainly deciduous woodland at Herbeumont. It was an early start for 

most, with a bus transfer system to the pre-start area, and then back to the arena 

after the finish. Bethany (W18) and I (W18) were both running up to D20 and D21 

respectively as the original team had had some changes, and David was running the 

H17 course. It was a proper long distance style course on some of the highest quality 

terrain in Belgium. It felt almost Continental, and if it were not for the angle of 

inclination, would have been lightning fast. After the run David spoke to a Dutch boy who had genuinely never seen such big 

hills in his life, and even some of the Belgian team members were surprised by the climbs involved despite it being in their own 

country! Route choices and running strength were important, as well as good accuracy across the slopes. 

Thankfully England came away with a convincing team victory, claiming the title back after a shock defeat last year to VVO 

(Flemish Belgian team). We had strong individual results across all age groups. Good runs from all of us meant David was 1st in 

H17 by an impressive margin of 5:19mins, I was 1st in D21, and Bethany was 4th in D20. 

We all really enjoyed the experience and would like to thank SCOA for the generous contribution towards 

our costs, and also SCJS for all the training that has been organised for us over the year. 

Results can be found here  http://orienteeringengland.org.uk/2017/04/04/interland-2017-win-for-england-
team/ and Routegadget here http://www.helga-o.com/routegadget/rg2/#9 for those who are interested. 
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